
Dear Fellow Section Members, 
What a pleasure it was to see such engagement in our joint AAA International 

Section/IAAER meeting held from January 28-30, 2021. The quality of the meeting was 
outstanding--every session was well attended with active participation!  It is impossible in this 
letter to thank all of the many individuals who made this meeting so successful.  Nonetheless, I 
again must thank meeting co-chairs Sydney Shu (Miami University – Ohio) and Kim Duong 
(Old Dominion University), as well as track chair Oksana Kim (Minnesota State University – 
Mankato) and Donna Street (IAAER Director of Research and University of Dayton), for their 
outstanding work in organizing the meeting.  The Ph.D./New Faculty Consortium was well 
organized by Maria Vulcheyva (Florida International University) and involved many of the 
executive leaders of IAAER.  Young researchers and others told me how much they appreciated 
the plenary sessions.  Four of the sessions addressed connections between accounting research 
and practice issues across the breadth of areas of interest to our members.  Ann Tarca (IASB) 
discussed international financial reporting research opportunities related to standards post-
implementation reviews.  A follow-up panel with Ann, Paul Munter (U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission) and Holger Erchinger (KPMG LLP),  moderated by Katherine Schipper 
(Duke University), further discussed these opportunities.  Worldwide education issues were the 
topics for our IAAER President Keryn Chalmers (Swinburne University) along with her 
welcoming remarks for the joint meeting.  A session on Worldwide Challenges Calling for 
Research in Auditing and Ethics involved panelists Brett James (International Auditing and 
Assurance Standards Board), Gwenda Jensen (International Public Sector Accounting Assurance 
Standards Board), Diane Jules (International Ethics Standards Board for Accountants), and Anna 
Gold (Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam). 

Meeting registrants will receive an email from AAA with links to return to recordings of 
all sessions and to presenters’ slide decks.  I know I will return to all of the plenary sessions for 
items related to my responsibilities in research, teaching, and administration.  

Top among the high quality research presented at the meeting were three outstanding 
papers and four outstanding reviewers who received awards announced on the lobby page of the 
meeting and in the virtual receptions.  The paper details are listed in this newsletter.  I very much 
enjoyed the session in which the best papers were presented by Christopher Oehler (Goethe 
University), Manuel Herkenhoff (University of Münster), and Huichi Hung (North Dakota State 
University).  And everyone so enjoyed the virtual receptions/networking sessions that we 
lingered longer than the planned time!  I was glad to meet our outstanding reviewer award 
recipients who attended those receptions:  Jeff Chen (Texas Christian University), Xi Ai 
(University of Tennessee, Knoxville), Devendra Kale (University of Rhode Island), and Lynn 
Linghuan Wang (The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology).  The JIAR plenary 
session showcased two outstanding papers that were presented by Satoshi Sugahara (Kwansei 
Gakuin University) and Iftekhar Hasan (Fordham University, University of Sydney, and Bank of 
Finland). 

Upcoming events:  March has some important activities for section members and 
doctoral students!  Virtual research workshops will resume in March 2021.  Registration is 
open for the March events that are free and open to any registrants; information can be found in 
this Forum newsletter and on the section web page.  As well, AAA IAS members should 
nominate your students for the Outstanding International Accounting Dissertation Award 
and/or your colleagues in the section for the Ian Hague Outstanding International Service 
Award or the Outstanding International Educator award.  Nominations are due March 1, 
2021 and winners will be announced during the AAA Annual Meeting.  More information can be 



found in section emails and directly on our IAS web page at https://aaahq.org/IA/awards.   Also 
located there is the link for PhD Student Travel Grants—since the AAA annual meeting will be 
virtual, the grants will cover the cost of meeting attendance including registration and 
membership fees. 

I look forward to seeing you all either at the virtual research workshops, during the 
virtual JIAR Conference in June, or at the AAA virtual annual meeting in August.   

 
Sincerely yours, 
Judy K. Beckman, Ph.D., CPA (University of Rhode Island) 
President, AAA International Accounting Section 

 


